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he; in fact they do not love the strength, the virtue, or the
merit in a man, but his weaknesses. They find his infantilities
charming; if he stammers a little he is enchanting; or
perhaps he is lame, and this excites maternal compassion
and a little more besides, As a rule the woman seduces him,
and he wraps himself in her maternal atmosphere.
-Not always, however, does a.timid youth remain half a
child. It may be that just this surfeit of maternal solicitude
is the thing his undeveloped virility needs in order to bring
it to the surface, and the relationship with such a woman
will enable him to educate his feeling into full conscious-
ness. He learns to understand a woman who has had
experience of life and the world, and who is conscious of
herself. Thus he obtains a rare opportunity of a glimpse
behind the scenes of the world of men and women. But
this advantage is gained only by the man who soon outgrows
this type of relationship ; for should he stay in it her mothering
would ruin him. Maternal tenderness is the most mischievous
poison for the man. who must prepare himself for the hard
and pitiless struggle of life. If he will not let go of her skirts
he will eventually become an invertebrate parasite—for as
a rule she has money—and gradually sink to the level of
parrots, lap-dogs, and old dames* cats.
The natural course of our discussion now leads us to
that form of relationship which yields no solution of the
sexual question; namely, the asexual or ' platonic' relation-
ship. If an exhaustive statistic of student-relationships
could be made, it would probably show, if my judgment be
correct, that with us in Switzerland the majority of students
favour platonic relations. Naturally, this raises the question
of sexual abstinence. One often hears the view that
abstaining from sexual intercourse becomes injurious to
health. This view is wrong, at least for the student-phase
of life. Complete abstention has an injurious effect upon the
health, only when the age is reached when the man could
win a woman, and when, according to his individual way,

